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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 VSC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 ofthis title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7, 21, and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Taguchi et al. in view of Kellie et al. in view of Kosugi et al. Taguchi et al. teaches a thermal 
fixing device comprising a fixing member 1, a first pressing member 13, and second pressing 
member 14 (figures 2-3; column 5, lines 33-57). The fixing member and the first pressing 
member apply the temperature to the interface at a position most downstream in the conveyance 
direction in a contact portion between the fixing member and the first pressing member. The 
first and second pressing members are surrounded by a belt (figure 1). 

Taguchi et al. does not discuss the temperature of the fixing nip wherein the temperature 
of the first pressing member and the fixing member where they face is not lower than a glass 
transition point of a developer or diy toner. 

Kellie et al. teaches that the fixing nip should be above the glass transition point or 
softening of the developer (column 10, lines 9-12). 

Kosugi et al. teaches the use of dry toner in an image forming apparatus that uses a 
pressure and heating roller fixing device. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the teaching of Kellie et al. with the image forming device of Taguchi et al. to 
set the appropriate temperature for the fixing device. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the teaching of Taguchi et al. with the image forming device of Kosugi et al. to 
obtain satisfactoiy nip width by a thin fixing roller, to shorten the starting time, and to acquire an 
excellent fixing performance by providing the nip for heating and pressing by two rolls of 
pressure rollers severally composed of elastic body on fi-ont and rear of the nip formed by a belt, 
set the appropriate temperature for the fixing device (Taguchi et al.; abstract). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Contact Information 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quana M. Grainger whose telephone number is 571-272-2135. 
The examiner can nomially be reached on 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on 571-272-2119. The fax phOne number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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